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From the President:

I’'m excited to report that the Annual Show and Sale last month was the best
yet for us. Gross receipt after the two-day event was approximately north of
$26,000. This includes total sales from the sale and the auction. There is much
expense to pay as well and every vendor will be getting their sales percentage. That
said, net profit for the club should be one of the highest ever. Final accounting will
be available within the next few days. First let me recognize Buck for serving as
Show and Sale Chairman one final year with the greatest success the club has ever
experienced. Your leadership, strength and unyielding energy will serve as a
template for future show and sales. Secondly, | appreciate each and every club
member who has volunteered any amount of their time and effort toward this event.
It is your motivation and sacrifice that lends to the success. Special thanks go to
the Western Municipal Water District (WMWD) and the Landscapes of Southern
California Style for their tremendous support from beginning to end. To all the show
participants, the show judges, the vendors from far, and all those who attended and
supported the sale, let’s do it again next year bigger and better

As we wrap up this year's show and sale, we quickly look forward to
finalizing preparations for the CSSA Convention. That’s right, in just two weeks we
have the honor of co-hosting this international event. Much work is done already as
the final countdown begins. Those of you who are attending and/or volunteering will
not be disappointed. You will experience the highest caliber speakers in their
respective succulent specialty. The plant sale will offer many exceptional
specimens waiting to come home with you. Do try to come to this plant sale during
the week even if you are not attending the meeting. The sale is free and is open to
the public.

June has several other gardening events planned for your enjoyment. The
club will be a participating vendor at two upcoming events. The “Experts in the
Garden” will be on Saturday June 13 at WMWD from 10 AM to 1 PM. This is
sponsored by the Riverside County Master Gardeners.
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From the President Con’t.

On Sunday June 28 the San Bernardino County
Master Gardeners will host its own “Experts in the
Garden” event at Loma Linda Humpty Dumpty
House 1 to 4 PM. Both events are free and you are
encourage to attend and/or help volunteer at our
booth. The last big event for this month will be the
CSSA Annual Show & Sale at the Huntington
Botanical Gardens June 26-28. You can enter your
plants in the show and go shopping at the sale. If
you wish to attend the free CSSA event please see
me for specific details as admission guidelines have
change.

I’'m already tired just writing about all these
June events let alone being able to attend all of
them. Summer has definitely arrived and you
should have little difficulty finding a cactus-related
event to attend. Just make sure you attend our
Wednesday night meeting. Thanks everyone!

Phuc

Our June Speaker

“The island of the big
trees”

A recent journey to the
western and southern part
of the Island of
Madagascar. The island is
not only rich in endemism
(plants that are only found
in this place), but also with
. animals. Lemurs and
e Chameleons are almost
exclusively found in Madagascar. Among the
plants, the genus Adansonia is perhaps the most
common, but plenty of Aloe, Euphorbia, Didierea,
Alluaudia, and Pachypodium.

Guillermo has become one of the world's
leaders in guiding amateur botanists on
expeditions to discover succulent plants. His tours
now extend to all of the desert regions of the world
and many of our members have had the pleasure
of joining him on one tour or another.

Guillermo is from Argentina where his education
includes a PhD in botany. He lives in Florida with
his wife and two sons.

Mini-Show Results May 2015

Best Staged Cactus

Novice

Small 1%t Ariocarpus fissuratus, Karl Trisler
2" Stenocactus sp, Karl Trisler
2" Gymnocalcium bruchii, Ben Marino
3" Parodia Schumanii ssp. claviceps, Karl
Trisler

Large 1%t Echinopsis, Megan Prosper

Intermediate

Small 13! Ariocarpus retusus, Roholt
2" Mammillaria blossfeldiana, Tommy Dodson
3" Mammillaria sp., René Hernandez
3 Mammillaria duwei, Tommy Dodson Small

Large 1st Mammillaria karwinskiana nejapensis,
Tommy Dodson
2" Cephalacereus senilis “Mexican Old Man”,
Diana Roman

Advanced

Small 1st Stenocereus hollianus Crest, Greg/Anna
Cavanaugh
2"¢ Escobaria minima, Tony Marino

Large 1st Ariocarpus fissuratus, Greg/Ann Cavanaugh
2" Echinocereus engelmannii v. variegates,
David Hawks
3" Haageocereus pseudomelanostele crest,
Greg/Anna Cavanaugh

Best Staged Succulent
Novice
Small 18t Adenia glauca, Ivelisse King
2" Aeonium sp., lvelisse King
3 Crassula gollum, Megan Prosper
Large 1%t Ficus sp., Dick Hammer

Intermediate
Small 1t Sansevieria bella mutomo, Tommy Dodson
2" Stapelia gigantea, Diana Roman
3" Pachypodium saundersii, Roholt
3 Echidnopsis cereiformis, Tommy Dodson
Large 1% Uncarina roeoesliana, Tommy Dodson
2" Agave parviflora, Roholt
3 Aeonium schwartzcopf, Diana Roman

Advanced
Small 18t Tynecodon pearsonii, Tony Marino
Large 18t Euphorbia flanaganii, Greg/Anna
Cavanaugh
2" Pachycormus discolor, David Hawks
3 Monodenium, ritchiei, Greg/Anna
Cavanaughb



CSSA CONVENTION 2015
JUNE 14 - 19, 2015

CSSA Convention is Here!

Our Convention is upon us. Many of you
have volunteered to help out at various functions
during the week. This is your chance to get up
close and personal with the authors and experts
on succulent plants from around the world.

If you have signed up to volunteer, you
should have been contacted by a member of the
Committee regarding what you can do to help
out. We are really looking forward to a grand
event.

The San Gabriel Club usually meets at the
Los Angeles County Arboretum. They have been
told that they will not be able to meet there on their
normal night which is Thursday, June 11. They
have decided to meet at Pitzer in the Benson
Auditorium which is where the main lectures will be
presented during Convention. Guillermo will be
the presenter, but will give a different talk than he
gives at Gates.

The Gates club and most importantly the
Volunteers from Gates are invited to attend the
San Gabriel meeting at 7:00 PM at Pitzer College
on Thursday, June 11. The meeting will be
truncated in order to give the Convention
Committee a chance to preview the Convention for
everyone. Please try to attend.

See you all there.

Buck

CACTUS RESCUE
Just a reminder about our cactus rescue program;
it's a great way for our members to acquire new
specimens at a relatively low cost, and all funds go
directly to our club. If you or anybody you know
want to donate plants or an entire collection,
contact Ray Cardenas or any other board
member. We will collect and transport the plants,
make arrangements for their care, prepare them
for sale, and make them available to our club.
Ray Cardenas

Gates 2015 Show and Sale

Imagine, rain in May. And not a little rain,
in Riverside, CA.

Imagine, people shopping in the rain for
succulent plants in Riverside, CA.

Well, it happened and what a SALE! We
sold nearly twice as much as the next highest
amount ever!

We have a winner folks. The synergy
between the Western Municipal Water District and
Gates Cactus & Succulent Society is
amazing. Their long time championing of water
efficient landscape planting and our super water
efficient plants are a match made in heaven. Their
staff with whom we interact are Pam Pavela and
Monica Pearson. The two of them are extremely
supportive and enthusiastic for our venture. We
owe them a great many thank yous.

| am overjoyed, that we have finally found a
way to attract enough visitors to our Show & Sale
that the event is on solid footing for the future. 15
years of hard work and looking to the future have
paid off.

I'm very glad that we have our new meeting
place, because look out for a huge increase in
membership due to the turn out from the annual
Show & Sale.

Good luck for the future, Yvonne and |
leave with nothing but good thoughts for all of our
friends at gates C&SS.

Buck

Kitchen Duty for June

No Sign ups, please help!

Judges for June

David Hawks
Thank you!
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Up Coming Cactus & Succulent Events

Convention preview, Committee get together, Pitzer College, 7:00 PM

“Experts in the Garden” at The Western Municipal Water District (WMWD) from 10:00 am to
1:00pm

CSSA Biennial Convention at Pitzer College

CSSA Annual Show & Sale —Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino, CA
626-405-2160 or 2277. Plant Sales start 26th — 28th, Show opens 27th & 28th. Gates open at
10:30 AM. Club membership proof required for free entry to the Show & Sale.

San Bernardino County Master Gardeners “Experts in the Garden” at Loma Linda Humpty
Dumpty House from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Orange County Cactus and Succulent Society Summer show and sale, Fri. JULY 24™ 9am-

5pm, SAT JULY 25™ 9am-5pm, SUN 26™ 12-4pm

1000 S. State College Bl., (Anaheim United Methodist Church) Anaheim, CA
INFORMATION CALL 949-212-8417

30" Annual Intercity Show and Sale, at the LA County Arboretum,
9am-5pm daily. 301 NO. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia, CA.
INFO. CALL TOM GLAVICH 626-798-2430 or JOHN MATTHEWS 661-714-1052
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Members at the Farewell Party for Buck and Yvonne.



Astrophytum
Buck Hemenway

The genus Astrophytum is small in
numbers, but this North American group of plants
is among the most beautiful and unusual of all in
the cactus family. Most of them begin life as
globular plants with different patterns of flocking
on their epidermis and very different spine
patterns. They will grow more columnar in shape
as they age with the exception of Astrophytum
asterias which retains its flattened globular shape.
They generally have 5 ribs, but can have as few as
3 and can have more than 5 with age.

The flocking patterns have made
Astrophytum a favorite of Japanes hybridizers
who are constantly trying to find special or heavy
patterns that they can name and sell in the market.
It is not unusual for a newly named and described
Japanese Astrophytum so sell for several thousand
dollars.

The most popular plant in the genus is A.
myriostigma which usually has a uniform flocking
to the point that the plant looks grey, while the
skin color is actually green. A mature (10 years
old or more) plant will be nearly 12” tall and 6” or
more wide. They are more or less spineless.

One of the most unusual plants in all
cactus is A. caput-medusae. It looks more like a
succulent Senecio than a cactus, but is has the
flocking and the flower of the Astrophytum genus.
The stems are not long lived, but generate froma
persistant tuberous root.

Astrophytum has a distribution of
Southwestern US (Texas) and Northeastern
Mexico. Flowers are either all yellow or yellow
with a red throat.

Mealy bugs love Astrophytums because
they can hide in the flocking. We find that if we
lightly spray the plant with water or a chemical
bug killer, the flocking saturates, and basically
disappears and the mealies are exposed to cotton
swabs laced with rubbing alcohol or your favorite
topical bug killer.

Astrophytums love heat. They will stand
our IE summer sun and heat and love it. They are
sensitive to cold and wet as their habitat is nearly
all summer rainfall. So, dry in the winter and
water and heat in the summer is the perfect way to
grow these glorious plants.

Astrophytum myriostigma

Astrophytum capricorne ssp. niveum

Astrophytum myriostigma “Onzuka”



Pachypodium
By: Buck Hemenway

This is a relatively small genus of plants, all
succulents that grow in southern Africa and
Madagascar. We just discussed epiphytic plants.
The Pachypodium genus has several geophytic
species. Geophytes are plants that grow primarily
underground and are assumed to have evolved
due to the arid growing conditions in which they
exist. The large tuber-like structures grow entirely
underground and extend more or less perennial,
woody stems above ground that get leaves and
flowers.

Most of the species have more normal
growth patterns and tend to be fat trunked upright
perennial sub-trees that grow in very inhospitable
places, such as the Thorn Forest of southern
Madagascar and rocky outcrops in the
Richtersveld.

The most common of these plants in
hobbyists” collections is Pachypodium lamerei, or
Madagascar Palm. Of course, it is not a palm at
all, but the growth of bright green leaves at the
tops of the branches reminds one of a palm tree.

The genus is part of the family
Apocynaceae, which is large and widely
distributed. We know the Plumeria, Oleander and
Adenium species that are all part of this large
plant family. One will recognize that many of the
plants in this family are poisonous and care should
be taken with them.

Pachypodiums grow in places that don’t
get much freezing weather. They are susceptible
to rot in winter if they are in wet soil when the
weather nears freezing. Care must be taken to
plant them in extremely well drained locations
when in the ground and in locations that will
provide reflected heat during the day such as up
against a south facing wall.

The blooms are many and beautiful. Large
swirling white flowers on Pachypodium lamerei in
late fall and P. lealii v. saundersii in summer,
reward the collector. The geophytes, P.
bispinosum and P. succulentum have smaller but
more colorful flowers in the spring.

They are well worth the trouble of finding
just the right location and reward us with fantastic
shapes and beautiful flowers.




Trophy and Rosette
Awards 2015

Best Plant in Show: Mammillaria plumosa
Greg & Anna Cavanaugh

Best Cactus in Show: Stenocereus eruca
Tony Marino

Best Succulent in Show:Euphorbia beharensis var.
guillemetii
David Hawks
Best Novice Plant Mammillaria magnifica
Dick Hammer

Best Cactus Novice:  Echinopsis eyriesii
Megan Prosper

Best Succulent Novice: Fockea edulis
Dick Hammer

Best Euphorbia: Euphorbia fusca

Greg & Anna Cavanaugh

Ferocactus stainsii
Peter Walkowiak

Best Ferocactus:

Best Haworthia: Haworthia pumila

Tony Marino

Mammillaria bocasana
Greg & Anna Cavanaugh

Best Mammillaria:
Best Mexican Cactus:  Ariocarpus katchubianus
Tony Marino

Best S. American Cactus: Pygmaeocereus bylesianus
Tony Marino

Best Aloe: Aloe cv. Sparkler
Judy Horne
Best Agave: Agave utahensis v. eborisina

Tony Marino
Best Sansevieria: Sansevieria penguicula
Tommy Dodson
Odd-ball Plant: Cyphostemma juttae
David Hawks

Best Echinocereus Echinocereus barthelowanus

Best Lithops Collection, all 3 leaves

John Matthews

Best Opuntioideae Tephrocactus geometrizans

Tommy Dodson

Best Gymnocalycium  Gymnocalycium horstii
Greg & Anna Cavanaugh

High Points Sweepstakes Tony Marino

Other Awards & Statistics

Number of entries in Show: 394

Number of exhibitors: 22 - 8 Novice
7 Intermediate
10 Advanced

High Points Succulent: 1¥  Kim Urman (58)
2" Tommy Dodson (54)
3 Tony Marino (39)

High Points Cactus:  1*  Tony Marino (99)
2" Peter Walkowiak
(47)
3 Tommy Dodson (38)

Overall High Points “SWEEPSTAKES”:
Tony Marino (138)
2" Tommy Dodson (92)
3" Kim Urman (73)

Rosettes

Best Advanced cactus — Barry & Kim Urman
Best Advanced succulent — David Hawks

Best Intermediate cactus — Diana Roman

Best Intermediate succulent — Tommy Dodson
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Our May Show and Sale




From: Gates Cactus & Succulent Society
5890 Grinnell Dr
Riverside, CA 92509

FIRST CLASS MAIL



